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Principal’s Message  
It has been a wonderful start to the school year. The first week of school was filled with the buzz and 
excitement that comes with seeing friends and meeting new teachers.  We welcomed many new 
families this year and are happy to see that our enrollment is up. The students are settling nicely into 
their classes as they become familiar with classroom routines and expectations.  COVID  continues  to dominate the 
news and is impacting our ability to welcome parents and volunteers into the  school. It has also impacted our ability to 
offer Religion and Character Ed since this requires mixing cohorts. The teachers will still be teaching many of the charac-
ter traits through their health, social and literacy classes within their homerooms instead. We have a few changes in 
staff.  Our Mental Health and Wellness  Coach, Natassja By is no longer with us.  Starting October 1, Mrs. Geleta, our 
counsellor, will take on the assignment of Health and Wellness Coach in addition to  her counselling role. That means she 
will no longer be teaching grade 4. We have hired a new teacher to teach music and some grade 4. His  name is Jason 
Booker.  Mrs. Hoetmer will be teaching only grade 4 with the staffing change. 
We will  also be welcoming a new Educational Assistant  and a new office clerk at the beginning of October. We are so 
happy to see our staff growing. 
As you know, I postponed my retirement for a couple of months and came back this year until a new principal was re-
cruited. I am happy to announce that Calvin Anhorn is the new principal that will be starting on November 1.  
 
Calvin is very excited to be joining the team at Sturgeon Public Schools. He grew up in a small town in the southwest 
corner of Saskatchewan. He went on to the University of Lethbridge where he obtained his Bachelor of Education De-
gree. 
Approaching his 29th year as an educator, Calvin has served as a Vice Principal for 6 years and then Principal for the past 
20 years. Along the way, he earned his Master of Education Degree at the University of Alberta. 
“Everyone can learn, and everyone can be successful. Schools should be places where staff and students look forward to 
going each and every day. We should all strive to maintain a positive mindset, remember to smile often, and do what we 
can to help others,” says Calvin. “Building positive relationships with others is key.” 
Calvin is passionate about his work and loves being around students. He is looking forward to working with the school 
community at Ochre Park School.  
 
Until then, I am looking forward to my last month at Ochre Park. We have lots of exciting things happening. We are look-
ing forward to harvesting vegetables from the garden and making borscht with the students before Thanksgiving.  

Phone 780 942-2901   Email opark@sturgeon.ab.ca 



 

 

Daily Screening - please go over the self screening tool 

Screening Questionaire each day with your children before sending 
them to school. You will need to keep your child at home if they have 
any symptoms.  

 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf






Visiting the School - School doors are locked during the day to re-
strict access to essential workers and visitors. Unfortunately we are not able 
to have volunteers at this time.  If you have an appointment to come into the 
school, you must use the QR code posted on the door and follow the check 
in process which includes the screening questionnaire. Then you will phone 
the office to gain access to the school. Everyone entering the building must 
wear a mask. 

Fountains- Students are allowed to use the water 
fountains as water fill stations only. Please ensure 
your child has a water bottle for school each day. It 
will be sent home every day to be washed.  
WATER BOTTLES! 



 

Truth and Reconciliation Week – This year, 

Sturgeon Public School Division will be dedicating the week 

of September 27- October 1 towards understanding and 

honouring the need for truth and reconciliation. Our stu-

dents will be learning the facts about the Residential School 

system and its legacy through literature and discussion that 

is developmentally appropriate for each grade group.  

On September 30, we will recognize National Day for Truth 

and Reconciliation. On this day, staff and students are invit-

ed to wear Orange Shirts as a visible act of reconciliation.  

 

Thanks to the Red-

water Hype for the 

Smile Cookies 

Thanks to Redwater 

Tim Hortons for the 

cups for all of our 

staff.  





Terry Fox Run 

 We had such beautiful weather for our Terry Fox Run. Thank you for your 

support in raising money for cancer research.  We raised $830 between the 

online donations and Toonies for Terry.   A special thanks to the Redwa-

ter  Ag Society  for donating the hot dog lunch for all of our staff and stu-

dents. Thanks also to Frank Stapleton from the  Redwater Lions Club and 

parent  volunteers Hinke Therrian and Amanda Striegler  for preparing  the 

hotdog lunch.  

 





School Council 

School Council  

We had our AGM on September 27. The following people have volunteered to be on the exec-

utive of School Council and Parent Society. We’d like to express our most sincere thanks and 

gratitude to all  of these parents for their commitment to improving and enhancing  the edu-

cational experiences of all of our students.  There are  several unfilled room rep positions.  If 

you are interested, please let the office know. We would like to have these filled by the Octo-

ber 25th meeting.  

School Council   

Chair – Amanda Striegler  

Vice Chair – Rikki Anema 

Secretary – Laurie Hadden 

Class reps  

K1 -  

K2 

1G –  

1/2T – Courtney Taylor 

2B 

3W – Rikki Anema 

3/4G – Veronica Poitras 

4H                                                          

Outbreak Update:   

As you know,  our school is on outbreak status be-

cause of a high number of respiratory illnesses. Dur-

ing the outbreak there will be no visitors or volun-

teers allowed in the school.  Please see the updated 

daily screening in this newsletter.  Also you can refer 

to the new Sturgeon School Division Year Plan that 

was shared with you on Friday, September 24.  

Member at Large – Chelsea Anaka 

Community Member at Large  

 

Parent Society  

President – Amanda Striegler 

Vice- President  – Lacey Gagne 

Secretary – Veronica Poitras 

Treasurer – Hinke Therrien 

Casino Manager – Rikki  Anema 

 



 

Daily arrival & Dismissal- please remember that if you are dropping off your children 

or they are getting to school on their own, students should not be arriving before 8:35. Our school 
buses start letting children off the buses at 8:35 and that is when we have supervision in place. There 
is no supervision before this time. We are also asking children to refrain from playing on the play-
ground equipment when they arrive in the morning as there is no supervision.  After dismissal at 3:05, 
only children with parental supervision should be playing on the playground. Thanks for your help in 
keeping our children safe.  
 

 

House Leagues - we continue to 
run our house leagues as a way to 
promote a sense of belonging and school 
spirit. All students will remain on the same 
teams they were on last year. All new stu-
dents to the school will be added to teams. 
Your child should be able to tell you their 
team color. We will have color day every Fri-
day. Students can earn points for their team 
by wearing their team color, earning caught 
being good ribbons, or participating in intra-
murals. 

Nut Allergies   Please be aware that Ochre Park 

School has students with severe NUT ALLERGIES. 

We ask everyone’s cooperation to minimize the risks 

that these children face on a daily basis.  Please TRY 

NOT to inlude any items containing nuts or nut by- 

products in snacks or lunches sent to school.  Thank 

You for your attention to this very important matter!  

  

Halloween - we will still be 

celebrating Halloween on October 

29th. Celebrations will be contained 

to the homeroom classrooms. Please 

watch for news from  your child’s 

classroom teacher.  

 



Oct 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1  K2 2 

     Veggie tray and 
Hummus and 
crackers 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8  K1 9 

 Rice Krispies, 
fruit, hard boiled 
egg 

Smoothies, 
cereal bar 

World Teach-
ers Day 

Turkey Pepperoni, 
Cheese and crack-
ers, fruit 

 

 

K2, 
1G,3W,4H 

 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15   K2 16 

  

 

PD Day 

No School 

Cheerios, 
fruit, hard 
boiled egg. 

Yogurt, 
granola and 
berries 

Bagel with 
cream 
cheese, 
fruit 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22   K1 23 

 Rice Krispies, 
fruit, hard 
boiled egg 

Smoothies, 
cereal bar 

Picture Re-
takes Day 

Muffins and 
Melons 

Turkey Pep-
peroni, 
Cheese and 
crackers, 
fruit 

No PreK 

Whole wheat 
toast, fruit, 
hard boiled 
egg 

No PreK 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29  K2 30 

 Cheerios, 
fruit, hard 
boiled egg 

School Council 
6:30 

Cheese, 
crackers 
and fruit 

Yogurt, 
granola 
and ber-
ries 

Veggie 
tray and 
Hummus 
and crack-
ers 

Deviled Eggs 
and fruit 

 

2% milk available each 
day 

Yogurt Tubes and fruit 

Borscht Making and eating 

K1, 1/2T, 2B, 

3/4G 


